
Curricula Comparison 

Bank Street 

Developmental Interaction Approach based on the theories of Jean Piaget, Erik Erikson, John 

Dewey and Lucy Sprague Mitchell. It stresses the idea of development of the whole child by his 

active manipulation of a wide variety of materials and by interactions with ideas and people in 

his environment.  

Creative Curriculum 

Developed by Diane Trister Dodge, it is based on the assumption that social competency (ability 

to grasp concepts and perform skills in all developmental domains) is the key to school/life 

success. It stresses interrelatedness of domains and the belief that learning occurs through 

active, sensory experimentation. 

High Scope 

Developed by David Weikart (with emphasis on the theories of Piaget) the High/Scope program 

is based on active participatory learning. Children learn best through hands-on experiences with 

people, materials, events and ideas. That principle - validated by decades of research - is the 

basis of High/Scope's approach to teaching and learning. 

Kamii-DeVries 

Developed by Kamii and DeVries from the Constructivist Theory of Piaget, the approach states 

that children develop their knowledge, intelligence, morality, and personality from their 

interactions with the world within a logical-mathematical framework. Physical activity provides a 

vehicle through which children learn through mental action.  

Montessori 

Developed by Maria Montessori this approach stresses the importance and connection of all 

living thing and the philosophy that there is a need for each child to find meaningful work and 

his own place in the world.  Montessori said: “Scientific observation has established that 

education is not what the teacher gives; education is a natural process spontaneously carried 

out by the human individual, and is acquired not by listening to words but by experiences upon 

the environment.” 

 

 



 

Reggio-Emilio 

Developed by a group of committed parents, educators, and children in Reggio Emilia, Italy, 

under the leadership of founding director and educator, Loris Malaguzzi, this curriculum was 

influenced by the surrounding culture, based on a unique view of the child, and the work of 

Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky, Gardner and Bruner.   The philosophy is based on the following set of 

principles saying that children must have: some control over the direction of their learning; 

opportunity to learn through experiences of touching, moving, listening, seeing, and hearing;                                                                                                                                                                              

a relationship with other children and with material items in the world; opportunity to explore; 

and endless ways and opportunities to express themselves. 

Waldorf 

Developed by Rudolf Steiner, the aim of Waldorf education is to educate the whole child—

head, heart, and hands. The curriculum is geared to the child’s stages of development and 

brings together all elements of development—intellectual, artistic, spiritual, and movement. 

Winter Park 

Developed by Anne Bensinger and the staff of the Winter Park Presbyterian Preschool, this 

curriculum is based on the research of the Gesell Institute, specifically the work of Frances Ilg, 

Louise Bates Ames, and Sydney M. Baker on the ages and stages of child development. Its basic 

premises on learning are: 

 Learning is the natural development of skills in the areas of Body, Mind, and Spirit 

 Learning in these areas is interrelated and leads to the “wholeness” of the child 

 Learning happens when connections are made in the brain             

 Connections in the brain are made by exposure to appropriate learning experiences 

during the correct windows of opportunity for optimal brain development offered in a 

warm, positive and safe environment in which each child is free to physically and 

actively interact at his/her own pace, or, the right things at the right time in the right way   
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